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Our  Purpose 

The  “NETWORK”  is  Illinois’  response 

to  the  creation  of  State  Resource 

Centers  in  the  National  Literacy  Act 

of  1991. 

Its  primary  purposes  include: 

•  Coordination  of  adult  literacy  ser¬ 
vices  throughout  the  state 

•  Expansion  of  literacy  services 
into  areas  not  currently  served 

•  Provision  of  resources  on  adult 
education  and  literacy 

•  Provision  of  professional  devel¬ 
opment  activities  to  increase  ef¬ 
fectiveness  of  literacy/adult  edu¬ 
cation  programs. 


The  NETWORK  is  operated  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  Literacy  Office 
431  South  Fourth  Street 
Springfield,  Illinois  62701 
rake@sangamon.edu 
(800)  665-5576  -  Illinois  Only 
(217)  524-3529 
fax -(217)  785-6927 

NETWORK  funding  is  administered  through 
the  Department  of  Education,  Division  of  Adult 
Education  and  Literacy,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Adult  Education  Act  as  amended  by  the 
National  Literacy  Act  of  1 991 . 


Services  to  Meet  Your 
Program  Needs 

The  NETWORK  offers: 

•  Easy  access  to  information/re- 
sources  through  ILLINET 
Online,  which  provides  biblio¬ 
graphic  computerized  access  to 
resources  at  the  Illinois  State  Li¬ 
brary,  12  library  systems,  and 
some  800  libraries  across  Illinois. 
Resources  can  be  located  and 
delivered  to  local  libraries  by  the 
Illinois  Library  Delivery  System. 

•  Links  to  Internet  and  other 
online  resources.  Local  pro¬ 
grams  can  electronically  access: 

-  A  calendar  of  literacy-related 
activities 

-  A  directory  of  agencies  provid¬ 
ing  technical  assistance/staff 
development  activities 

-  A  directory  of  literacy/adult 
education  programs 

-  A  chat  box  for  exchanging 
ideas  on  literacy  issues 

-  Training  in  the  use  of  technol¬ 
ogy 

-  Internet  access  through  Pro- 
Net 

-  Collection  of  adult  education 
resources  through  our  World 
Wide  Web  site  on  Internet. 


•  A  hotline  for  one-stop  informa¬ 
tion  on  literacy/adult  education  in 
Illinois.  Call  (800)  321-9511  to 
find  out  about  resources  avail¬ 
able  for  students  as  well  as  local 
program  resources  from  all  par¬ 
ticipating  agencies. 

•  A  connection  to  national 
groups  including  the  National 
Institute  for  Literacy,  the  National 
Center  for  Adult  Literacy,  and  fed¬ 
eral  agencies.  The  NETWORK 
can  help  you  keep  abreast  of  in¬ 
formation  about  current  best 
practices,  grant  opportunities 
and  national  research. 

•  Sponsorship  of  staff  develop¬ 
ment  activities  identified  by  the 
NETWORK’S  Provider  Advisory 
Group  and  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  emphasis  will  be  on 
in-depth,  long-term  investigation 
of  issues,  including  learning  dis¬ 
abilities  and  technological  re¬ 
sources. 

•  Training  of  volunteer  trainers 

for  smaller  organizations  and 
community-based  groups. 

•  State  support  of  research  re¬ 
lating  to  Illinois’  model  indicators 
of  program  quality  and  imple¬ 
mentation  of  the  State  Plan  for 
Adult  Education. 


Inter-Agency  Coordinating 
Activities  for  Your  Staff 


•  Annual  Work  Force  Literacy  Con¬ 
ference 

•  Annual  Family  Literacy  Confer¬ 
ence 

•  Projects  to  assist  in  implement¬ 
ing  the  State  Plan  for  Adult  Edu¬ 
cation 


Special  Projects  Assisting 
You  in  Program 
Development/Improvement 


•  Research  projects  on  jointly 
identified  issues 

•  Seminars  and  workshops  de¬ 
livered  statewide  and  regionally 
on  priority  activity  areas  such  as: 

-  training  for  volunteers 

-  learning  disabilities  screening 
techniques 

•  Focus  on  long-term  staff  train¬ 
ing,  including  issues  such  as: 

-  learning  disabilities 

-  technology 

-  Workplace  Basic  Skills  Train¬ 
ing  Institute 

-  Family  Literacy  Partnerships 

•  Technology  pilot  to  connect 
programs  electronically. 
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Organizational  Chart 


Executive 

Committee 

Serves  as  link  between  National  Institute  for  Literacy/Department  of  Education  and  local  programs. 
Outlines  activities  of  Illinois  NETWORK  based  on  recommendations  from: 


Identifies  needs  or  methods  of  expanding  literacy 
services  to  common  clients.  Disseminates  information 
to  local  levels  of  agencies. 


Program  representatives  who  present  staff  develop-  Compiles  and  updates  directory  of  opportunities 

ment  and  resource  needs.  Serve  as  link  between  local  available  to  improve  and  expand  literacy  services. 

programs  and  the  NETWORK.  Provides  staff  development  activities  identified  by  local 

programs. 


Interagency  Coordinating  Committee 

Illinois  Community  College  Board 
Illinois  Department  of  Commerce  and 
Community  Affairs 
Illinois  Department  of  Corrections 
Illinois  Department  of  Employment 
Security 

Illinois  Department  of  Public  Aid 
Illinois  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 
Illinois  State  Board  of  Education 


Providers  Advisory  Group 

Instituto  del  Progreso  Latino 
Kenwood-Oakland  Community 
Organization 
Kishwaukee  College 
Lawrence  Adult  Center 
Lincoln  Correctional  Center 
Literacy  Volunteers  of  America-Fox  Valley 
Pace  Institute/Cook  County  Jail 
Regional  Superintendent  of 
Schools-Cairo  &  Shawnee 
Community  College 
Rend  Lake  College 
Richland  Community  College 
South  Suburban  Community  College 
St.  Clair  Regional  Office  of  Education 
Travelers  and  Immigrants  Aid 
Urbana  School  District  116 
Waubonsee  Community  College 
Waukegan  Public  Library 
William  Rainey  Harper  College 


Technical  Assistance/Research  Committee 

Adult  Education  Service  Center 
of  Northern  Illinois 
Central  Illinois  Adult  Education 
Service  Center 

Chicago  Literacy  Coordinating  Center 
Illinois  Community  College  Board 
Illinois  ESL  Adult  Education  Service  Center 
Illinois  Literacy,  Inc. 

Illinois  Literacy  Resource 
Development  Center 

Literacy  Volunteers  of  America-lllinois,  Inc. 
Southern  Illinois  Adult  Education 
Service  Center 

University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 


*  Permanent  members  of  the  Executive  Committee 


